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BUSINESS

Art

Local artist reflects on
living where she works

Story and Photas by Lee Julllerat

R HILOQUIN — For Ann
(_ 0’Mohondro, home is where the

heart is,
1t's alse where the art is.

lier home/art workshop/gal along
the Willlamson River near Chiloquin.

O'Mohondro is the owner of The
Riverhouse Gallery, She's al2o the
creator of her own blend of Northwest
and Native American *Tolem Ari,”
art pleces created on finely finished
hard woods.

Her work is unique, and so iz her
working-living nrrnnaemem She and
her hushand, Ed Rogers, and her
ous marringe

a
uin-tiative, built several years

entry, and an
ever-expanding hallway, serves as a
waorkshop and gallery that features
O'Mohondro's totems and native art
m?ul 20 other Klamath Basin

mﬂmmuﬁma‘o&m huav-
erglnywr hmeisngel
h‘ae‘dﬂya wiew all the other peo-
ple’s art. It ereates an atmosphere
that's more interesting:
“Because T have three kids

ago.

(Clayton,11, Tony, 8, and Spencer, 8).
1 prefer to stay home. It takes time to
g0 out on the road. And " SO

thing else: peaple get a kick out of
seeing where I work. People are
iab‘iﬂnd at seeing first-hand what it

e have been viewing.
O'Hdmndrnlsmdlomdl.n by her-
sell and others for the past year so
next Saturday she's ating with
an open house from 9 a.m. to § p.m.
Wine, eoffee and snacks will be
offered.

*I do want le locally to come
and see Mwwmnt's agydlupw It
is also a celebration, pot of my
art, but also of the olher artists at the

gallery and of the ending of summer,”
=ays O'Mohondro,

Her work is totem art, but that isn't
what some think.

“Tolems don't mean totem poles.
Totems are a figure or n representa-
tion of some animal, or plant or natur-
al object, meﬂmeumrthlm

sidered ancestral.”

Many of O'Mohondro’s early works
featured salmon or trout done in a
style reminiscent of Pacific
Northwes! Native American art, but
other pieces feature Indian or wildlife
themes, The images ur:lmlod by
using wood-burning tools on varying
sizes nd' finely polished hardwoods.

-Iru\!y 1
n lmlwor aces,”
she explains.

“When 1 do get in the ‘artist mode”
Iieelllkelhmlsmndlngwll‘ldo
t'en] admits 0'Mobondro with a tick-

lish laugh, “like I'm creating endor-
phing — sometimes they ‘racrleﬁ.hq;
off my [ingertips.

'Ihokloﬁulhlngnwithnmﬂy
mystical and mythical quality,” she
explains, emphasizing her work is not.
fantasy art.

Her creations are creating a lol of
work, and plans, In recent weeks
'Mohondro has been completing a
backlog of eustom orders while keep-

ing new mate-
rial plentiful at her
gallery and other sales oulleis
The Riverhouse Gallery, located an
elghth of a mile east of Highway 97 at
the: Chiloquin turnoff, is open
Tuesdays through Saturdays from
am. to 3 p.m. During lull periods and
d.hﬂs aff, she works on totems, teaches
dren's art and expands on efforts
\o promote a Klamath Basin artists
network,
O'Mohondro has or| two
artists gatherings and has plans for
further activities that might appeal to

Py
Owafm ndro —
me@ =

“There's a lot of talent out there,”

‘believes O'Mohondro, herself a self-
taugh 3

L&

with wood for several years,
;ﬁmwmmtﬂnlmnmjdmt—-dx
aﬂbu:':ildﬂmlbusdﬂwhl:
lagka and a heavy opera-
lm'---tlmlnlml’:vm.$1u.i2u;‘ll.'.1
“The accident forced me to take
my art seriously and I've been at it
lsli{l'ur!.mtmlmhnzpnlmlnmy
(3
uhldmml:drlgm:thwm.li‘l:;
Iy,
zu;r: mﬂmﬁ.ﬁnmah the
art is.



