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by TOM HAMILTON, A&E Feature Writer

The Art of Gyotaku: The Catch of theDay Captured on Canvas

nnie O'Mohondeas artwork is as

extranndinary as her lifestyle. This

independent woman boasts a

st Westeen heritage that has allowed hee
1o carve & niche thar most would envy.

She helped reenact the Lewis & Clark
axpedition by serving as the brakeman on 2
waggies train thas blaeed acros Eastern Oregon.

She herded Girtle an the bigges: working
cattle ranch in the Pacific Northwess.

She watked on the fir excvation crew that
followed the eruption of M. St Helen's,

of species caught by Japanese anglers
beginming in 1862,
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Iy scem,” she said. “I've primanily printed
Pacific Northwess species of fish, but

tempkites. from the hand of God.”™ Py —
are used o wassder images of narural objects
and the prints are generally hand colored 10
produce a unique and beautifal an form.

(Y Mohondro isa sclf-taught artist urilizing
1 slight vartation of the traditional Gyotalu
art form. She generally mixes her fish in
plaster of Paris, laying the fish in the plastes
and forming a mokd, Next, she pours rubber

pound into the mold to form &

operatitig Ieavy-duty equip during the
cleanup process.

Anid she’s sold her artwork to the ltkes of
Ted Tumer, Jane Fonda, Kim Novak and
Loamis Reels owner Gene Loomis.

But, it's O Mohondro's work itself that sets
her apart. For the past eight years, she's
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t art object that ks for years.
She also uses another variation from
raditional Gyotaku arthts—she prints her
fish on fine fabtic ot hand-made paper,
Over the years, she has developed the skill
to create prints from live fish, rubber molds,
bergl Ided fish or the everyday

from around the world through a linde-
nown Japanese art Foem known as Gyoraku.
Gyntaku is the ancient Japancse art form
of painting fish by pigmenting the fish and
rubbing the image on camvas.
It highly sophisticared art form developed

in lanan tn neeserve the e record and size

raxidermy produced fish stuffed with cither
fioam or swdust.

She's caughe many of her subject masters on
the Oregon coast, bur as her inventary of
modds grew, the found herscli fshing less. She
chaima buck Chinook ence lasted four year.

“A Stccthead i the finest form e print that
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capturing aquatic

around the worled.

possibil are virnaally endless with the
thousaids of fish found amnne the world.™

O'Mohandre firse discovered her ant
form purcly by accident. She caughr
wophy fish on the Elk River and was
irying 1 tecaptare the color of the fih in
her home studio. As the colors of the fish
chansged. she found it more difficule
capture the natural beaury of the fish.

So, she decided 1o apply paint 1o the
fish and discovercd that she capnuted the
essenice of her subject mutter by printing
the fish on paper.

“1 thought. This isit. What a grear new
are,” she said.

She called a friend and told him abour
the process and the fantastic reults. He
told her thae theaar formm is widely practh
around the world. There was cven an
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international arganization of devored
weas formseed in 1976 in Gaolets, Californiz.
The socicty sponioted a Smithsonian
Institution it thmiaghout the
LIS, Canada and from 1981-87.
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*MOS|T COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS|*

After your done painting the fish, then do you eat it?

No, but I would eat YOUR. catch. By the time I've printed this fish
multiple times, thawing & refreezing over & over again & its on its last
‘thaw’ (if you know what I mean), ready for the great garden planting,
there’s one last process to do. By building a coffin type frame, pouring
plaster- of -paris into it, cooking liquid rubber which is then poured
itinto the mold & voila, a rubber fish is born, now I have immortalized
this fish for many years of teaching tours.

When I'm working in my studio, I prefer to use the actual ‘thawed’
species, but as far as user-friendly, the rubber variety wins (having

3 polled. several of the senses & many of my students).

Do you catch your own fish?

Yes, most of the fish [ use I have caught, although I am given fish to
- usefor teaching.

‘What's the biggest fish you've printed?

Probably a Tyee Alaskan Salmon that was a mere 5'tall, well, maybe it
was that Columbia River Sturgeon,....it could have been that Shark off
Yaquina Bay.... Oh, I think it must have been the Sail Fish if you count
the fin and bill..... gee, thats a tough question. [ don’t think I've printed
the biggest fish yet.
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Century Village

for her Gyotaku courses that she plans w
teach in the intimate serting. She abo

displays her work at Ambiance in
Rcinnmi

fishermen’s wives,
) Festasrani
unige a1t abjocs, fub restanranss &

Avid anglers,
bomeowners with

Continued from page 11

a team together whether it's a restau-
rant staff or an engineer, contractor and
leasing agent.

I really enjoy the real estate develop-
ment because vou can schedule your
own hours. | have mare spare time and
the evenings off.”

i.-llxh says 2 major player in his de-

il Sha i her P
fish s hard o explain, but casily understood
wﬁuﬁm this parricular an fo
ks 1o this i art form
for me is the instant resulns,” she said. *1
have a toal connection with fish. I'll do
ather projects, but abways come back o fish.
“1 carit explain the connection, bet it nms
T
O'Mobondre Originals Fine Art offer

of an actal fsh, Or as Aunic says,
é)::mhwaﬁ-lﬂhu'
Information: 318-1102,

i team is
Scott Christensen
stiction, going so far as to call the like-
able contractor “family”

“He worked on this building as if he
owned it,” Hoch said, “Whenever 1
needed him for anything, he was there.”

Christensen, who plans to team with
Hoch to construct an 11,000 square
foor and 5,700 square foot buildings to
complete the village, sces a for
muore retail space on Bend's west-side.

et manager

avnicar Con- 4 The newest renant in Century Village
is Anne Marie O'Mohandro, who is §

t y in < for- g
merly occupied by Pine Mountain §

rant field. Although he hasn't fully com-

“Ovenall, this village is t for the
west-side, and the new wsir]fl:ng has a
great lunil," he said. “We addFd more
eye appeal to the village with four dif-
ferent exterior ruhuﬁ four different
exterior finishes.

“The store fronts blend with the ex-
isting buildings and the stonework and
dormers were a great touch. Axel's list
of business clients in the village is im-
pressive, and 'm certain be'll have no
problems artracting three more busi-
nesses to fill this bulding.™

opening an art gallery in the
Sports, O0'Mohondro Onginals Fine Art

is dedicared o capruring aquatic images
from around the E’nrldfnﬂ

iment Fly & Field's successful fly fish-
':";’P

ture tenant could very likely be
Huoch's fifth entry into the Bend restau-

mitted 10 another catery, he said his new

restaurant is amone the tenants planned
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